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2.

AT THE BOTTLERY, 231 EARIIS COURT ROAI)

The Ciair, Alex Tulietl. welcomed everyone to the Earl's Coul1 Square Residents'
Associntion Annual General Meeting.

The Chair slarted the AGM by advising attendees that your Glrest Speaker Joe Powell MP has
had a change in his itinerary for the evening and Inay arrive a lot earlier than originally
expected.

The Chair asked ihai the AGM starls as Domal and when Joe anived inlenupt the AGM to
aliow Joe to talk and answer queslion belore goiDg to his next engagement.

ADologi€s for Absence:

Mariaclara Vilona, Nadia Allan, Paul Horton, Maria Xirou, Cathy Bumaby-Atkins.

Minutes of the 202'l AGMI

The Minutes ofihe 2024 ACM had been circulated and were on the \\,ebsite. They were
proposed by Rodney Branglyn and seconded by Shailesh Kalyal as being atrue record ofthe
meeting. Menbers approved the 2024 AGM Minutes with a show ofhands.

Chairman's Report:

WELCOME - and a special welcome to Cllrs Hamish Adorizrn, Tim Verboven and Li.da
Wade. Our Cuest Speaker Joe Poweli MP forKensinglon and Baysu,ater- will join us at some
point earlier thal originally cnvisioned as he has another engagement to attend. Wlen he
adves I \yillpause the formal sequence ofihe AGM to allow him to give his lnlk and take
any questions belore going on io his next engagemenl, and then pick up where ne left off.

One irnpoftant change that happened this year was Chrissie Courtney resigning as Chair iI
December and relocating out ofthe Square.

Most ofwhat I will be rcpol1iig is based on what Chrissie has done overthe year.

Our catchment covels around 650 holrseholds aDd last year Chrissie confirmed our aim was to

incrcase olrr membership lrom 140. This year our membership dropped slightly but there is

still room lor expansionl Membership ofECSRA costs f10 (individual) and !15

(farnily/household) and enables us to flrnd rcfreshments and music at oLn events such as the

"Lighting ofthe Cllristmas Tree" and wire and canapds at our ACM lonight. Subscriptions

also help pay for the DJ at our annual summer family BBQ/Disco. All residents are welcome

to these events. I_Iowever, they all need lunding - and ECSRA melnbership lees provides this

so olease ftake 2025 the vear when everyone here tries to recruit a member so the maiorit\'

ofthe 650 households irr our area ioin 6CSRA which $,i11 enable us to continue pl!y,i!!Oq

free or subsidised events for our communitv.

1.



EVENTS:

During 2024 - ECSRA hosted 4 events some of*tich were shared with the Garden Sub-

Co mittee. Our AGM ir February, held at the School sla ed the ball rolling rith Guesr

Speaker, Cllr. Cem Kemahli, Lead Member RBK&C for Planning and Public Realm u,ith

responsibility lor Earl's Coud:.

The BBQ and disco, our annlral fundraiser. was held a little earlier on Saturday 22nd June, to

enable more lamilies 1() attend befor€ the mai[ school holidays. We stafted at 5pm to cater lor

young families and elded at l lpm to be considerate neighbou s and keep to our Temporar)

Event Notice licence. The four BBQ 1'lres werc set up for comnunal use (one specifically lor

vegetarians and one pork-free) with a gazebo for the disco with DJ Jerry Shillingwofih ' \\ho

got everyone up dancing andjoining in the lun - culminating in a conga around the garden.

People brought their own rugs, tables and chairs and, wilh a lovely summer evering, the event

rvas well attended and deemed to be a snccess.

We held a "An lndian Themed Evening" in ]'he Botllery ibr all residents ol'the Square - and

we're baok at Th e Bottlery on Thursday I 6th October for a "Japanese Even ir 9". It's a gr eat

opportunity lor rcsidents to mix and get to know ench other and I'd like to express our special

thanks to Jinmy from The Bottlely who provided the venue For free, as he wanled to slrppolt

the community. This year members ofthe Executive Committ,3ejumped in to supply Indian

nibbles and finger foods for the event an.l found Indian rrusic and darce videos l hich l ere

pla) ed o!er dre systern at TIre Bottlcr],. Our linal event was, ofcourse, "The Lighting ofthe

Chrislnas Trce" in December and this year we again had a Santa - which madl3 all the

difference. This year rve had Ben Comeau a Keyboard Player \{hose playing was enjoyed by

everyone and generoLrsly sponsored by John D Wood & Co, we have him booked lor lhrs

year's event. It's magical to see so many neighbours ofall ages celebrating the festive season

together - consuming Alan's mulled wine, Katrina's 100 home-made mince pies and

Maiaclara's home-made chocolate chip cookies \\'hich the children love!

Thanks to all the wonderful members who helped behind the scenes with the Events' calering

over the pasi year and to our-committee who have provided all th.3 canapes lor our Reception

tonight.

There $,as I other event organised by and held for residents in 2024

Halloween in Earl's Court Square was a delight with around 30 charming

trick-or-treaters tlrming olrr neighbourhood into a festive hlrb. Our communal garden, aglow

*,ith Halloween lights, hosted ajoyful gathering ofdiverse neighbouN. Childrcn irr super

cute costumes and some adults in funny ensembles added a touch ofwhimsl to e night.

Many thanks to all involved with organising this communit-v event.

We look for$,ard to welcoming you all to our 2025 events details ofwhich are or our website



PLANTIiRS IN THE ST' ARM:

ECSRA has taken over the re-pla ting and maintenence ofthe plaDters which \l.3re odginally

funded by a Council NCIL Crant. The planters have bee elfective in blocking cycles and

moiorbikes ftom using the palemenls to access Earl's Coud Road which was dangerous lor

pedest ans. The new hedging has been funded b,v' ihe Nicholson Funds and we donated the

original plants to the Carden. These plants were not flourishing and, despite a few

resorvations fiom rcsiderts, they werc replaced by ECSRA with a mixturc offlowering -

mainly evergreen +edging plants which we felt would be more tobust. provide fiowers liom

November to May/June with beries at the appropriate timos ofthe year and will grow to a

height ofaround four feet and have thorns to deter people using the planters as seats. I a,n

delighted to rcporl that the planters, which I hope you all agree looked speciacular last

Summer, we won one RBKC aNards under the Brighler KeDsington & Chelsea Platinum

Jubilee 2024 Scheme - 2"d Prize for "Category 10 - Community Effort Souih" in ad.litior t|e

received a medal 1() go along wilh the Cerlificate. ThaDk you to Alex Tullett for all his hard

work and gleen-fingered conbibutions and rvhoever is keeping an eye on any rubbish placed

in the PlenteN and renoving it, rve look forward to the Spring when u€ hope they will

flourish and bloom once more. lfyou look closely the bulbs have again started sproutilg and

blooming.

CYCLtr HANGARS:

These are being Lrsed by residents' ahhough ther€ are still residents on the waiting list.

E-BIXES AND X-SCOOTF,RSI

Duming the year the Council undertook an exercise to detemine $here E-Bikes and E-

Scootcrs could be parked up as a group instead ofbeing dropped offi left arywhere to the

annoyance of res idents' Thay decided lhal Penywe l Road could be utilised and hvo parking

bays were converted for this. This has resulted in a marked decrease ilr e-bikes and e-scooters

cluttering up the Squale. The onl) issue is thal they do not have the dedicated "slots" the

Santander bikes have to keep them upright. and with so many e-bikes and e-scoolers usrfg

this space in Penyrvem Road they are falling onto car bonnets and boots parked in the car

parkirg bays. This is something being looked at to see what may be done.



TRA.FFIC PROBLEMS IN SW ARM (WARWICK ROAD):

ECSRA worked wilh the School and the Council to minimise the problems ofchildren being

dropped/collected from the school and the 'to \\,ai1ing" signs outside the School have been

amended to reflect the longer school days Monday to Friday Sam to 9:3oaln and 2:iopm 10

5pm the school has now adopled their "School Travel Plan" and are actively encouragrng

parents to walk or use public transport.

The Council addressed ECSR{'s concerns abolrt vehicles attempting to exit liom the SW arm

into Wanvick Road by painting "one way" arrows on the road. P or to painiing the "one

way" signs.

It is a year since RBKC measured the traffic vollrmes on Earl's Couft Squarc we \vill ask if
another survey could be caried out to see ifthe road markings are still effective. The Council

are ofihe opinion that the new road markings have made the one-way restriction vely clear,

so the few drivers lhat arc still driving the wrong way are likely doing so wilflrlLy, so it is

uniikely that any additional road markings or signs will change tlleir behaviour- We diLI asL

for the RBKC Wardens to monitor the SW alrn at peak times a d issue fines (mostly to

cyclists who are ignoring the one-way signs) as a deterrent.

TRdFFIC PROBLEMS IN TIIE N[ ARM (EARI'S COURT ROAD):

Fol{owing complaints tiom residents in 2023 that vehicles were entering the Square lrom

Earl's Cou.t Road, ECSRA met \,\'ith Councillors and Ol]jcerc to discuss the probiems.

ECSRA has suggested that the curent "No Entry" sign was obscured by a trafljc light aod

should be re-positioned. The Council are considering lhis req es! lrowever, we have not

heard anylrirg .i.cc.



PUBLIC SERVICE PROTtrCTION ORDERS @SPO):

Following concerns mised by residents ofEarl's Court regarding the overall safety ofthe area,

the Council had implemented a Public Seryice Protection Order (PSPO). The meirsute lvas

inlended to address anti-social behaviours, enhance safety, and contribute 1() the overall

imprcvement ofthe qualiq, oflife in Earl's Couft. The proposed PSPo restrictions inclrrde:

Use ofillegal drugs or psychoactive substances.

Littering.

Street rinalion and defecation.

Conslrmpiion ofalcohol in a public place.

I-oitering and relusing to Ieave an area.

Aggrcssive begging.

Bicycles and scooters prohibits riding on pavements withir the ptolected area but allows

pushing and walking alongside bikes or scoolers.

ECSRA supports the introduction of a PSPO 10 cover the whole ofEarl's Courl to res1orc the

public's confidence in eliminating anti-social behaviour ilr Earl's Coud, but we would stress,

it is essential that sl{Iicient resonrces arc made availabl€ to DroDerlY erforc€ them,

ECSRA works very closely wiih the Police and Chrissie served on the Earl's Court Safer

Neighbourlood Ward Panel.

EARL'S COURT DEVELOPMENT COMPANY:

ECSRA is rcpresented by Alex fullett at ECDC/Earl's Court Sociely Norkshops where he is

able to express our residents' vie\rs and concems on this very impoftant project. Please do

speak wilh Alex should you har,e concerns as he also reprcsents ECSRA on the Earl's Court

Socieq/.

ECSR-{ NtrWS,^ EBSITE:

MembeN have all been emailed the first edition ofECSRANews. It is intended thatthis is

published twlce a year and the next edition \\,il1 be circulated to all our Members in the Spring

- after this AGM.

The ECSRA website is regularly Lrpdated and has all the details of our lorthcoming events,

archive information about the Square and hosts masses ofplrolos ofall our past events.

Please do have a look at

FAqADE RULtrS:



After considerable work by the Residenls' Association the Square was granted lull

Conservation Arca statLrs by the CoLrncil io 1975. One ofits stipulations is that the buildings

on the wes1, norlh and east sides must be painted n specific shade of Magnolia the specific

pairt number is BS4800 08B15 with window woodwork in white but the colour oflront

dools is at the ownels' choice. The colour for the house numbeN is Black and typeface i\

Garamond, 7 inches iD height. The lafter detail is no1 in 1te Conser.ration Area Document

Lrut is sornelhing ECSRA rccornmended. Please keep our Square looking beautilul by advising

your Managing Agents/Housing Association when they are re-decomting buildings that the

Fagade Rules are on our website $w$.ecsra.co.uli.1he Home page, "Conservation Location

and Rules".

GRAFITTI. FLY POSTERS AND FLY TIPPING:

Thele has been an increase in this, especially Fly Posting. Ihe Council does have a dedicated

team to remove these posters and graffiti, however, they do need lo be made awarc ofthe

problem. This can be done by goiDg onlo the Councils website !!,$1v.rtrkc.qo\..uk aod on the

I-lome Page there is a seclion called "Reporl a Problem". The instructions and fields are easy

to follo$' to report any ofGraffiti. Fly Posters and Fly Tipping. This "Repoft a Problem"

leature can also be used for any domesiic rubbish lelt out on incorect days.

RUBBISH & RnCYCLINGI

There are a fe\\' remaining "hotspots" for rubbish dumpirg and ECSRA is working behind the

scenes to elirninate these. We had been working with the Council, DirectoN and Managing

Agents ol69 ECS to activate one oltheir existing vaulls so it couid be used for rubbish bins,

and this rvas finalised during the year. Problems are agarn being foun.l outsid; i I 2 ECS nDd

lve have rcquesled an "A" Board outside the building to remind rcsidents notto dump their

rubbish on the wrong days and we have starled to see rubbish by the tree outside lA ofthe

Square in the Northeast Arln ofthe Square. We believe that this building and the tree arl} the

only ones in the Square. Tbere ale still occasional problems in the NE arm ofthe Square and

Heidi Bradner, rvho leads or Rubbish & Recycling. would ask everyone to always report

inslances ofrubbish dumping to the Council on their website as il helps b ildLrpapicturcoI

problem areas.

Th;s "Repofl I1" fealure mentioned above can also be Lrsed lor any domestic mbbish lett out

on the incoflect days, we as the committee do so on a regulat basis.

Just a rcminder that rubbish collection days are Monday and Thursday and Donestic Rubbish

should be on the pavement by 7a.m. on these days. Residents are asked not put their rubbish

out the right beforr. however, it rnay be that is the only timo they can do so.



EXECUTVE COMMITTEE MEMBtrRS AND THtrIR ROLES:

With Chriss;e lea\,ing the Squale and resigning from the Executive Commitlee, celtaill roles
have been split, some remain the same.

AT Chair/Earl's Couft Society/Kensington Society,ESSA

TBA FIon. Treasurer. Until someoDe !olunteers thr's is being oveEeeD

by the Chair.

HB Rubbish and Reclcling

NA MembershipSecretary/Enl,ironment

AF Liaison with RBKC Corncillors (other than Ward Councillors)

and MP

SL Events/ Website updates with Judy IleadNews

MCV Helping with Rubbish & Recycling

MX Helping with Events

MZ Photographer at events lor website,tlelping $,ith Events

SK Earl's Couft Saler Neighbour Team Police ward PaDel

Executive Commiltee membels contact details oan be found on the Flome page ofour website

Finally, Chrissie and I'd like to thank all olrr colleagues on the ECSRA Executive Committee

for arother year ofZoom meetings when we have had lively - and somelimes heated

discussions'discussing all $e issues Chrissie Courfiey and I bave identified ir my report.

Ho\lever', we remain united in ou ondeavolus "to protect and enhance Earl's Couft Square

and the lives olthe residents who live and \\,or'k here." The Comrnittee is pleased that we have

re-commenced our faceto-face meelings in 2025.

Iso-ld i(ero.a)abiglha'k)ouroclrri..ieCo.r1n)'o be,rpou'charo\erdre)earsand

would like to ask yolr for a round ofapplause for all the hard work and ef'foft she has done lor

the Squarc whilsl she was tbe Chair. A raoturous to nd of noplause came from lhe lloor,

ANY QUESTIONS ON WIIAT ]S BASICALLY CHRISSIES REPORT?I

Acceptance ofthe Chain'nans Reoport $,as proposed by Richard Rolel'son and seconded by

Kevin Colgan.

4. gss.-IEe!cr9r3-Bcp9E

Tl easurers' Report for th e Accounts ending 3 1 st Decem ber 2024.

Kevin Colgan ofThe Carden Sub-Committee reviewed the accounts and confirmed he is happy
rvith them.

lrr tenns of cash the RA finished offthe year with an increase in the balance after accruals and

receivables are taken into account compared to ihe end oflastyear.

The mair vaiances this year are: -



Income.
Subscdptions. Slighlly Do$,n-
Adveftising. Dorvn. We stopped producing hard copies ofthe Nervsletter, tllercfore there
no income from adverlising.
BBQ. Up. We had more people attend compared to last year.
Ilangirg baskets. The sarne as lasi year.
S. E. Afln Planters. Down. We lactored in a decrease in costs.

Expenditure.
Increases on 20231

BBQ. Costs slightly up on last year, namely new BBQ's.

Hanging Baskets. There was an increase, bul nol as much as we anticipafed-

ECSRA Jubilee ban ers, a one ofl, which you can see heLe.

Decreases on 2023:

AGM. We as the committee supplied ail lhe lood and ddnks.

Newsletters. As above none wele prcdLrced. therefore tllere werc no costs,

S. E. Arm Planters. Only costs Nere for plants.

Jazz night / Indian night. Jazz night a DJ was engaged, for the Indian night we supplied rhe

music and videos via the systems at The Bottlery.

Accruals.

Are in relation to BBQ charcoal purchased in 2024 for use in 2025. Kevin Colgan asked if it
was in a dry place AIex Tullett advised it was.

Any questions?

Could sorneone propose the acceplance ofthe Accounts?

Thank you.

l'he acceptance ofthe Accounts was proposed by Shailesh Katyal al1d seconded by Maxrne
De Torrence. Membe$ voled witlr a show ofhands to accepl the Hon. Treasurcr's Repoft.

Election of Ex€cutive Committee:

Currently seNing, retiring b1, rotation and offerirg themselves up for re-election under the
rules:

Alex TLrllett (Chai nan).
Andrew Foster.
Nadia Allam.
Laurence Smith.

Could I ask that instoad ofindividually having a Proposer and Seconder for each Execuiive
Comnittee nember,just one Proposer and Seconder, this was agreed by a show ofhands.
Their re-election rvas Proposed by Rodney Brang\rln and Seconded by Richard Rollefson.

Currenily serving and continuing underthe rules:

HeidiBradner.
Slefano Caldiolo.
Shailesh Katyal.



Sue Lupton.
Mariaclara Vilona.
Mada Xirou.
Magda Zawisza

6. !&s!q$ir-Ba&q
The), remain the same this year
Individual Mernbership is at !10.00
Family Membership is al t15.00.

Membership ofECSRA. was open to everyone living in the Earl's Coufl Squarc ConseNation

Subscdptions are used lowalds lirrdjng the
drinks/canap6s provided al lhe AGM and the mulled wine and entefiainment at the Christmas

The BBQ/Disco is the only event that generates a profit.

7. Any Other Busiress:

There werc not many AOB's in general, only after our Guest Speaker Joe Powell MP had

finished his talk, which did occur alier he arived pafl way tl ough the AGM.

8. Guest Speak€r: Joe Powell MP.
Member ofParliament for Kensington and Bayswatet.

Alex Tullett introduced Joe Powell-

Joe meniioned that he had been attending a lot ofResident Association AGM's and that he
had also held an informal get together of Residents' Assoc ialion Chajrs al Westmlnster-
He mentioned that there werc a lot ofactive Res;dents' Associations in his Constiluency.

He gave an inlbrmative talk on matlers relating to Earl's Couft. He was awareofthe issue of
the "buildout" oltile pavement outside the olcl Barclays and Natwest Banks and that rcsidenls
wele in favour ofthe buildouls rcmoval which he was in lavour of'.

Residenls pointed out that palt ofthe original pavement wasjust under,+ meters wide and was
the widest parl ofthe pavernenl on thal side olEarl's Couft Road from Cromwell Road to Old
Brompion Road and the buildout had only created pr-oblems.

Buses Lrsed to pull into what is now the buildout. discharge and take on passengers and ther
fil1er back into the traffic flow where the road Lrsed to have a slight lelt curve without
blocking the road. Now, buses have to stop on the inside lane blocking tmffic, especially ifa
truck cannot pass the bus on thc oveNide ofthe road resulting in a complete stop ofthe trall]c
flow.

Joe then discussed Anit-social behaviour and what *,as being done 10 tacklo it.

Residents appeared to be appreciative ofthis.

Joe then moved onto the ECDC redevelopment ofthe old Exhibitlon Site and talked abolrt
ho\\' he thought there had not been enolrgh thought on the mix ofSocial/ Social Afforddble /
other sized propefties in the develop ent.
As palt oIthis discussion Maxine Toffents De]s Prats. asked rlhy it was the demolition ofthe
Exlibition Centre was allowed before an agr'eed development plan was in place, as it is llow



over 10 years with nothing on the site. We could have kept the area more vibmnt than what
$,e live with now.

.loe rcsponded that the previous owners pdor lo the curreni ECDC, warted to move on
quickly, hoNever, then ran into difficulties which has meant the site rcmains unlrsed.

Andrew Foster asked Joe how he was enjoying his newjob.

Joe thanked Andrew for leaving the hardest question to the last. He responded it had been a
steep leaming culve, especially with aclive Resident Associations in the Constitlrency,
however. lre rvas enjoving what he was leaming and doing.

Alex Tullett tharked Joe Powell MP lor.aflendiDg ECSRA's ACM aDd everyoDe for their
support and attendance and iDvited them tojoin ns all including the Executive Committee and
Ward CouncilloIS, for dlinks and canap6s.

a5f"ua-:
ALEX TULLEfi

chairman
Earl's Court Square Residents' Association-
A Gold Standard RA awarded by RBK&C.


